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Message from Pastor,
Der Sevak Gabrielyan
Krisdos Haryav I Merelots
Orhnyal E Haroutiunen Krisdosi
Christ is Risen from the Dead. Blessed is the Resurrection of our Lord.

On this most Holy day, I need to tell you again about the day my life changed forever.
It happened 17 years ago. My family and I found ourselves in a big car accident. Our
car was totaled and I still remember how the people were trying to get us out from
that car, which had been smashed to the size of a dishwasher. Everyone around us
kept repeating the same sentence, “This is a miracle, they should be dead.”
Yes it was a miracle; no one gets out of a car alive after an accident like ours. I will
always remember as I stood up that something changed inside of me. I realized:
the people were right; we should all be dead. That feeling that I had was the feeling
of moving from death to life.
Today is about Jesus’ Resurrection. The one, who died on the cross for us, now
lives. This is not a metaphor; this is not a symbol; this is not the celebration of
spring. Today is about the love of God destroying the power the death. This is beyond our belief and this is beyond what the women expected when they went to
Jesus’ tomb, but it is true, totally true.
How can we understand this love? On Tuesday night I read my children the story
of The Runaway Bunny. I love the part when the little bunny says to his mother,
"I will become a bird and fly away from you." "If you become a bird and fly away
from me" said his mother, “I will be a tree that you come home to." "If you become
a tree" said the little bunny, "I will become a little sailboat and I will sail away from
you. "If you become a sailboat and sail away from me" said his mother, "I will
become the wind and blow you where I want you to go." "If you become the wind
and blow me" said the little bunny, "I will become a little boy and run into a house."
"If you become a little boy and run into a house" said the mother bunny, "I will
become your mother and catch you in my arms."
This is the kind of totally encompassing love that God shows us in Jesus Christ, and
today no matter how far or how long, how deep or how high we go God's love in Jesus
Christ will be there, and every time we are found by that love we move from death to life.
Today God shows us that His love is greater than life or death or sin or doubt. Jesus
lives and He has gone ahead of us to bless us with that same love. Oh, what a blessing
it will be when we stand together around our Lord's heavenly throne for 10,000
years knowing that we all have moved from death to life.
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Parish Council Corner
by Senay Asik, Chair
Next year will mark the 60th anniversary of the consecration
of St. John/St. Mark Church. As we start the process of planning
for the celebration of this significant milestone, we may find
ourselves asking what makes St. Mark “our church.”
For someone who was born in a small city on the southern coast of Turkey and
moved around a bit before settling in the Pioneer Valley, the question may
appear to be more complicated. I received my first religion education from an
American missionary as there was no Armenian church in my hometown,
Mersin, near which once stood the Armenian Kingdom of Cilicia. Mrs. Meyer
travelled from Adana every weekend to come and teach us about Jesus. Before
every class, we had to take out the pews from a storage room and place them
in rows on the cold worn-out marble floors of an old church building. As we
said the Lord’s Prayer and sang hymns in Turkish, the Bible stories Mrs. Meyer
told us warmed our hearts, souls, and toes. In Istanbul, it was easier to find an
Armenian church nestled in the hills of the city. Surp Isdepanos Ermeni Kilisesi
(St. Stephen’s Armenian Church) in Yesilkoy (f/k/a Ayastefanos) was “our
church” until we moved to the United States. The sour cherry syrup
painstakingly prepared by hand for hundreds of parishioners on special
occasions was more than a delicious treat: It represented the strong
commitment of the faithful to their church, community, and traditions.
I am honored to be an elected council member of St. Mark Parish Council and
currently serving as its chairwoman. As the new Parish Council, we held our
first meeting shortly after receiving Der Hayr’s blessings with a beautiful
ceremony on March 5th. During the first meeting, we set our priorities for the
upcoming year: membership, youth & Sunday School, community building,
fundraising, and maintenance & beautification of the church property. With
these goals in mind, we met with various sub-organizations that make up the
church: The maintenance committee to identify the current and long-term
needs, the Avaks (Seniors), ACYOA, Choir & Deacons, Membership and the
Stewardship Committees. We set our fundraising goals and brainstormed ways
to create events primarily aimed at building a stronger church community.
Our most important mission is to reopen our Sunday School and reinvigorate
our youth organizations. Two of our newly elected Parish Council members and
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St. Mark Sunday School alumni, Jennifer Omartian and Talene Jermakian, have
taken on this responsibility under Der Sevak’s guidance and leadership. Our
Sunday School will re-open on September 10, 2017 and will welcome all youth
between grades K-12.
Time, talent, treasure of the faithful are the 3T’s that our church needs to thrive!
The opportunities to make a diﬀerence in our church community are boundless.
We always welcome new ideas to create a more vibrant community. Please step
forward to share with us your ideas, and take part in our events as organizers,
helpers, or participants. Some events we are aiming to initiate and develop are
bible study for adults, book club, Armenian dance classes, presentation series,
game/chess/tavloo nights, and arts & crafts club. If you are interested in running
one of these events, or an event not listed here, please let us know.
As always, we examine our expenses and explore ways to save. We are
heartened by the parishioners’ willingness to step forward and help with various
projects whenever we can do it ourselves. The eﬀorts to beautify our church
are ongoing. The Ladies Room renovation project is nearing completion (more
details to follow upon full completion) and we would like to thank our
parishioners for their patience and understanding during the renovation period.
Whether you have been a long-time member or a newcomer, whether you live
around the corner or far, St. Mark is “your church.” The Parish Council is
committed to continue its stewardship campaign to reach out to current and
former members as well as anyone who would like to keep St. Mark Armenian
Church thriving. The stewardship becomes all the more important during times
of hardship. By becoming stewards, you are actively helping the church to keep
its doors open.
Der Sevak performed the blessing of the newly married and newly engaged
couples on February 5th. We happily congratulate Andrew Tesini on his
marriage to Nicole Barnes and David Assarian on his marriage to Vanessa
Garcia, along with their families. Sadly we have suﬀered the loss of two
parishioners, Akabe Boghosian and Ida Garabedian. We convey our heartfelt
sympathies to their families. As we mourn the passing of these members of our
St. Mark family, let us not forget how much each of these people has contributed
to the life of our parish. We should all continue to follow their example and
carry on their legacy.
5

Parish Council Corner…continued

In closing, I would like to highlight a quality of our beloved Akabe Boghosian
that we could all learn from. Akabe’s generous words of kindness melted any
tension away, warmed our hearts, and energized our soul at the most unexpected
times. Let us always recognize the blessings in our lives, appreciate the beauty
surrounding us, embrace, love, and cherish our church family, so we can keep
our faith and traditions alive, and keep “our church” as a source of spiritual
strength and inspiration in our lives for generations to come here at St. Mark.
Warm Regards,
Senay Asik

Tri-Church Cultural Committee - Hye Hearts Dance
The first annual Hye Hearts Dance was held on Saturday, February 11 at the
Holiday Inn in Enfield. The dance was the inaugural event of the newly-formed
Tri-Church Cultural Committee - comprised of St. Mark, Holy Resurrection
Armenian Church in New Britain, CT and St. George Armenian Church in
Hartford, CT. Over 250 people were in attendance and danced the night away
to a live Armenian band and DJ. Mark
your calendars for next year’s dance:
February 10, 2018!

Parish Council Chairman
(413) 330-3724
snyasik@comcast.net

St. Mark Event Highlights
Blessing of the Newly Weds and Newly Engaged
On Sunday, February 5, Der Sevak performed the Blessing of the Newlyweds
and Newly Engaged ceremony. Five couples participated in the ceremony and
each received a gift, a framed print of the Icons of the Armenian Church. Couples
included Andrew and Nicky Tesini (married on April 22), Ashley Assarian and
George Kazakos (to be married in August), David and Vanessa Assarian (married
on April 29), Ernest and Diana Abramian (married last year), and Alexandra
Asadoorian and Robert Lowe (to be married in November).
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Annual Parish Assembly
Our Parish Assembly was held on Sunday, February 19, in the Nishan T.
Omartian Hall following church services. Steve Omartian and Senay Asik were
elected Chairman and Secretary of the Day, respectively. After the 2016
Assembly Minutes, the Pastor’s Report, and the Parish Council Report were
accepted, a motion was passed to accept the 2016 Financial Report and the
2017 proposed operating budget presented by Treasurer, Sue Elmasian. The
following were elected to the Parish Council for a term of two years: Sue
Elmasian, Toni Golfieri, Sarkis Kalashian, Jennifer Omartian, Talene Jermakian.
Elected to the Nominating Committee for a term of one year: Anna Garabedian,
Hagop Boyajian, Steve Omartian. Harry Demirjian was elected to the Auditing
Committee for three years.
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St. Mark Event Highlights…continued

Poon Paregentan
We celebrated Poon Paregentan on
February 25th, at Shaker Bowl in
East Longmeadow to mark the start
of the Great Lent. Children, parents,
and grandparents had a great time
bowling together, enjoying pizza,
drinks, and face-painting.

ACYOA Seniors Regional Retreat
St. Mark was happy to host the New England ACYOA Seniors Retreat at our
church on Saturday, March 11. Our ACYOA Seniors and about 30 other young
adults from throughout Massachusetts and Connecticut participated in the
day-long retreat that included group discussions,
presentations, and fellowship.

were well attended as many people came out each Friday to worship and enjoy
dinner with their fellow parishioners. We thank the following sub-organizations
who graciously hosted one of the dinners: Avaks, Women’s Guild, ACYOA Sr/Jr,
Choir & Deacons.

Spring Cleaning
On Saturday, April 1st equipped with buckets, rags, scrapers, window cleaner
and Murphy’s Oil Soap, “The Cleaning Brigade” descended upon St. Mark’s. Their
mission: clean and polish until everything would pass any “medz mayrig’s”
inspection. Happy to report that the mission was a complete success!
The “brigade” members, Linda Arslanian, Annie Berard, Judi Humphries, Carol
Marchetti, and Karen Omartian cleaned and polished all the pews, the side altars,
candle stands , windows in the Sanctuary and Narthex. Even a malfunctioning
vacuum didn’t stand in their way, as “miraculously” Linda had one in her car!
At the end of the day, everyone’s heart was filled with gladness, love and pride
in our labor of love and most importantly in keeping with the spirit of Lent,
fulfilled in serving our Church and God.

Palm Sunday

Lenten Dinners
This year’s Lenten season activities were held on Friday evenings at 6pm. Each
evening began with Der Sevak performing the brief interactive Lenten service
where parishioners were able to participate by reading sections of the service
aloud. Following the service, parishioners and friends then enjoyed a Lenten
dinner together. A variety of delicious dishes, which adhered to the Lenten
guidelines, were served and enjoyed by all. While enjoying coﬀee and dessert,
a religious video selected by Der Sevak was shown for all to enjoy. All the dinners
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The ACYOA Juniors and
Seniors hosted annual Palm
Sunday dinner on April 9,
ACYOA Day. Nearly 100
parishioners, family and
friends were in attendance
and enjoyed a delicious
chicken and pilaf dinner. We
were thrilled to have special
guests with us for the day,
students from the Armenian
Club at UMass Amherst. We
look forward to having them
again in the future!
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St. Mark Event Highlights…continued

Easter Eve Brunch & Egg Hunt

Diocesan Assembly in Florida

The tradition of Easter Eve Brunch and Egg Hunt
was followed this year on April 15th with a
delicious pancake breakfast and egg hunt
followed by a beautiful sermon by Der Sevak. The
day started early with two special Easter Bunny
helpers, Ava Barton and Armen Asik Jr., planting
the candy filled plastic eggs in and outside the
church. Jeﬀrey and Danielle Vartabedian
prepared the delicious pancakes
and scrambled eggs, while
Nancy Barton kindly helped
set-up the hall before the guests
arrived. We thank them as well
as Jeri and Judi Humphries for
helping at the closing of the
event and the Asik Family for
hosting it.

This year’s annual Diocesan Assembly was hosted by St. Hagop Armenian
Church of St. Petersburg, Florida. The meetings and events were held at the
beautiful Innisbrook Golf Resort in Palm Harbor. Der Sevak, Parish Council
Chairperson
Senay
Asik
and Diocesan
Delegate David
Jermakian
attended the
convention.

Promise Premiere

10

April 24th Commemoration in Northampton
Submitted by Sara Omartian

On Monday, April 24th, sixty people including a group of St.
Mark parishioners wearing black, to remember the death
marches through the Syrian desert, and holding Armenian
flags silently marched up Main Street in Northampton to
gather in front of Memorial Hall.

The much anticipated release of the movie
“The Promise” took place with the premiere
showing at our local theaters beginning on
Thursday, April 21 and through that weekend.
Our Diocese had urged all parishes to attend
the movie during this premiere weekend to show support of this
important drama/history film. Set during the last days of the Ottoman Empire,
The Promise follows a love triangle between Michael and Ana, two characters
whose shared Armenian heritage sparks an attraction between them, and Chris
who is a renowned American journalist reporting on the Armenian genocide.

Gina Ayvazian and Marcelle Walters organized the splendid program this year.
Armene’ Margosian told the story of her grandparents, who spent time in
refugee camps as children in Aleppo, Syria in the 1920s. Then, inventor Michael
Garjian told of his brave Aunt Mabel Tashjian, one of America’s first female pilots,
and how she helped organize and train WASP, Women Air Service Pilots, in
Sweet Water, TX, during WWII earning her the Congressional Gold Medal, the
highest honor a non-military person could have. Many other survivors
contributed to adopted nations and thrived in various fields such as medicine,
music, science, commerce.

Many of our parishioners were able to attend the various showings of the film
over the opening weekend. Der Sevak attended the movie on Sunday evening
and all parishioners were invited to join him. We were all very moved by the film
and underlying historic genocide scenes. There was not a dry eye in the house
when the lights came on in the theater. If you have not seen the film yet, we
encourage everyone to find the time to go and see it.

Gina Ayvazian wrote a poignant poem and read a statement by Sara Omartian.
Papken Hartunian sang the Armenian National Anthem in his rich baritone
voice. The Lord’s Prayer was led by Der Sevak in commemoration of our Martyrs’
Day. Then all of us crossed Main Street to the Greek Taverna where we hugged
and chatted, and Papken Hartunian generously treated us to a meal. See you
next April 24th.
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The Armenian Church Youth Organization of America
(ACYOA) Juniors
The ACYOA Juniors (ages 13-17) held a meeting on April 28th and began planning
events to bring together the youth of our community. Within just a few short
weeks, the group held a successful potted herb sale on Mother’s Day. Upcoming
events will be centered on the ACYOA mission: providing youth with a greater
sense of spiritual culture and tradition and instilling within its members, a true
spirit of civic mindedness. If you wish to
be added to the meeting and event
email/call
list,
please
contact
jennifer.omartian@gmail.com for details.

Donations
February 1, 2017 thru May 1, 2017

Requiems
February 26, 2017: Sumgait Requiem
Requested by: Yuriy & Zhanna Mnatsakanyan, Natasha Tumasyan, Irina Sandrosyan &
Svetlana Atayan
In memory of Ivan Unanov, Magis Ragimov, Leonid Unenov, Poitsar Akopova, Ashort
Sandrosyan, Suren & Manya Mnatsakanyan
Requested by: Oleg & Svetlana Atayan
In memory of Shaghen & Larisa Atayan
Requested by: Gregory & Mara Karamov, Ivan & Marina Karamian, Gregory & Emma Karamian
In memory of Yusef, Vladimir & Emma Karamov
Requested by: Vladimir & Diana Loyuk, Genady & Mila Loyuk
In memory of: Artem & Alla Grigoryan
Requested by: Gevork & Irine Peshekeryan, Antranig & Olga Gaybaryan
In memory of Vashtanous Peshekeryan, Taisia, Andre & Svetlana Semenkov
Requested by: Joseph & Regina Rudchenko, Dennis & Yana Rudchenko
In memory of Yana Rudchenko, Mikael Klavdiya, Sergey, Anatoly, Galina, Stephania, Maria & Yevdokiya

Armenian Language Classes
Der Sevak teaches Armenian language classes every
Tuesday at 7:00 p.m.
If you are interested in learning Armenian,
email Der Sevak at frsevak.gabrielyan@gmail.com.

In memory of: Oﬀik Bagdasarov, Ruben Sarkisov, Zhenna Sarkisovra, Suren & Armanoush Tumasyan

Coming This Fall

April 30, 2017: requested for Serop Melikian & Alice Melikian

Der Sevak will be starting two new programs in the fall:
Bible Study and Learning the Badarak,
both to be held once per month. Stay tuned for details!
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Requested by: Nelson & Ramela Abramian, Ernest & Diana, Luci & Mariam, Sara Omartian
In memory of: Hrant Grigoryan, Hrant Abrahamyan, Suren Mardanyan, Nargiz & Shmavor
Grigoryan, Stella Gabrielyan, Hamest Barsegian, Liza Kagramanian
Requested by: Gary & Eleanor Tumasyan

Requested By: Gail, Mark, Richard, Sarkis & Kathy, Madison, Nicholas, and Victor & Mark Melikian

Total Requiem Donations: $375.00
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Donations…continued

Special Donations

Easter Yougahkin

In Lieu of Flowers

Thelma Crespo

Linda Arslanian
Susan Arslanian
Dr. Armen & Senay Asik
Svetlana & Oleg Atayan
Steve & Nancy Barton & family
Linda Bedrosian
Sam Bedrosian
Annie Berard
Hagop & Sylvia Boyajian
Harry & Ellie Demirjian
Mike & Roberta Ekmalian
Sue Elmasian
Ed & Jane Garabedian
Jeri Humphries
Sarkis Kalashian
Ivan & Marina Karamian
Ken & Jane Magarian
Carol Marchetti
Yuriy & Zhanna Mnatsakanyan
Esther Moomjian
Jennifer Omartian
Mary Omartian
Sara Omartian
Steve & Karen Omartian
Joseph & Regina Rudchenko
Peter & Donna Scagliarini
Armen & Anahit Tumasyan
Elyanora Tumasyan
Susie Varjabedian
John & Alice Vooris

Akabe Boghosian

(in loving memory of Akabe Boghosian)

Mitch Garabedian

(in loving memory of Ida Garabedian)

Daniel Kalashian
Peter, Donna & Katya Scagliarini

(in loving memory of Linda Durgarian)

Viktor & Nelli Smolnikov
Total Special Donations: $700.00

Stewardship
Harry & Ellie Demirjian
Mark & Laura Selverian
Total Stewardship Donations: $1,200.00

Palms
Harry & Ellie Demirjian
Mary Omartian & family
Easter Flowers
Virginia Donigian
Mike & Roberta Ekmalian
Anahit Grigoryan
Araksya Grigoryan-McInerney
Sara Omartian (Good Friday)
Joseph & Regina Rudchenko
Susie Varjabedian
Marian Varteresian & family
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Total Easter Yougahkin Donations: $1,498.00

Armand & Joan Bazegian
Annie Berard
Alan & Diane Boghosian
Christopher Bolek
Ray & Barbara Bolek
Hagop & Sylvia Boyajian
Tom & Mary Connors
George & Helen Coulombe
Thelma Crespo
Richard & Nancy Demirgian
Harry & Eleanor Demirjian
Rose Derderian
Virginia Donigian
Sue Elmasian
Marion Fiorentino
Anna Garabedian
Edward & Jane Garabedian
Sonya Gasparian-Janigian
Mr. & Mrs. Sarkis Gennetian
Dennis & Melanie Gojekian-Gordge
Gerald Hachigian
Jeri & Judi Humphries
Sarkis Kalashian
Florence Keough
Edward & Susan Lanzatkis
Mr. & Mrs. F.K. LaRosa
Richard Melikian
Aroxy/Andrea & Toni Meregian/Golfieri
Sonia Meregian
Mike & Marion Merigian
Esther Moomjian
Judy Morrison
Mr. & Mrs. Greg Najarian
Matt & Lisa Natcharian
Mary Omartian & Family
Sara Omartian &
Nelson & Ramela Abramian
Steve & Karen Omartian
Peter & Donna Scagliarini
Lucy Schouler

Crystal Torrell
Susie Varjabedian
Baline Vartanian
John & Alice Vooris
Greg & Shirley Yergatian
Harry & Jennie Zeroogian
Joyce Zeroogian
Elsie Zirakian
Total donations to date: $2,285.00

Linda Durgarian
(accidentally omitted from previous issue)

Peter, Donna and Katya Scagliarini
Total donations to date: $6,610.00

Ida Garabedian
Diana Adamian
Hagop & Marsha Alabachian
Julie Alabachian
Susan Arslanian
Armen & Senay Asik
Alice & Susan Atamian
Mr. & Mrs. Richard Avedisian
Mark Azarian & Lisa Kamer
Archie & Joyce Babaian
Rose Babaian
Valerie, Alexis, Peter & Sarah Babaian
Fred Baxter
Armand & Joan Bazegian
Annie Berard
Alan & Diane Boghosian
Hagop & Sylvia Boyajian
Capel Rugs
Mr. & Mrs. Robert Chudoba
Tom & Mary Connors
Dorothy Deeran
Rich & Nancy Demirgian
Harry & Eleanor Demirjian
Bill & Elaine Devine
James & Patricia Diotalevi (Alpha Oil)
Virginia Donigian
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In Lieu of Flowers…continued

Ida Garabedian
Sue Elmasian
Anna Garabedian
David & Kim Garabedian
Ed & Ann Garabedian & Family
Ed & Jane Garabedian
Richard Goshdigian
Robert & Alicia Goshdigian
Robert Faulkner
Gerald Hachigian
Anthony & Ann Heropoulos
Sarkis Kalashian
Vartkes & Elissa Karaian
Phil & Rachel LeDuc
Jose & Linda Lora
Dave & Patricia Lynch
Ed & Julie Mesrobian
Esther Moomjian
Paul & Peg Moriarty

Eva Naroian
Mary Omartian & Family
Sara Omartian &
Nelson & Ramela Abramian
Steve & Karen Omartian
Marilyn Papazian
Jack & Audrey Pilibosian
Jim & Marcia Rooney
Peter & Donna Scagliarini
Mr. & Mrs. Mark Selverian
Mr. & Mrs. Carlos Taraktzian
Crystal Torrell
Susie Varjabedian
Mr. & Mrs. Raﬀi Yeghiayan
John & Melanie Zeitarnian
Harry & Jennie Zeroogian
Joyce Zeroogian
Total donations to date: $2,780.00

Condolences

The family of Mitch Garabedian would like to express their deep appreciation
to Der Sevak and the St. Mark family for the support we received during Ida's
illness. Ida would always seem to perk up when she had a phone call or visit.
Aside from her family, her church was always a very important part of her life.

congratulations to…

Grandparents, Nelson and Ramela Abramian, and parents, Albert and Araksy
Abramian, on the birth of David on March 10th in Gavar, Armenia.
Andrew Tesini and Nicole Barnes on their marriage on April 22, 2017.
David Assarian and Vanessa Garcia on their marriage on April 29, 2017.
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Linda Arslanian, Annie Berard, Judi Humphries, Carol Marchetti and Karen
Omartian for getting the church sparkly clean and ready for Easter.
Diane Boghosian and Jennifer Omartian for preparing the altar for Palm Sunday and Easter.
Alan Boghosian for cleaning the chandeliers in the Narthex and Sanctuary.
Steve Berian, Armen and Senay Asik, and Der Sevak for raking snow oﬀ the roof.
Linda and Sue Arslanian for arranging two beautiful flower pots for the South
entrance, Avaks for donating the flowers.
Linda Arslanian, Harry and Ellie Demirjian, Bill and Elaine Devine for helping
with the Spring yard clean-up project.
Steve Berian, Alan Boghosian, Dale Diefenderfer, and Andy Fraser for continuously
taking care of miscellaneous maintenance projects throughout the church.
Our altar servers, Armen Asik Jr., Alan Boghosian, Steve Omartian, and Joseph
Rudchenko, our organist, Anna Garabedian, our choir members, Brenda Jermakian,
Ani Jermakian, Ed & Jane Garabedian, and Zhirayr Khachigian.

Graduations & Accomplishments | congratulations to…

The St. Mark community expresses our condolences to the family of Akabe
Boghosian and the family of Ida Garabedian.

Births & Weddings |

We express our gratitude to…

Ernest Abramian, son of Nelson and Ramela Abramian, on his graduation from
Springfield College with a degree in Health & Physical Education and Recreation
and earning his Massachusetts teaching license in Health and Anatomy.
Mariam Abramian, daughter of Nelson and Ramela Abramian, on her graduation from
Wilbraham and Monson Academy. Mariam will be attending Springfield College in the Fall.
Armen Asik, son of Dr. Armen and Senay Asik, on his graduation from Academy
Hill School. Armen will be attending Longmeadow High School in the Fall.
John Barton, son of Steve and Nancy Barton, on his graduation from Minnechaug
Regional High School. He will attend Worcester State University in the fall majoring
in business. He was selected to be a member of their CLEWS program, focused on
civic engagement and community leadership.
Jacob Belemjian, son of Mark and Rhoda Belemjian, on his graduation from
Minnechaug Regional High School. Jacob was a member of the National Honor
Society, Secretary of his class, and a member of their Wind Ensemble. He played
varsity soccer for the high school and Western United Pioneers. Jacob will attend
Trinity College (Hartford, Connecticut) in the fall, majoring in engineering.
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Hall Rental
Madeline Belemjian, daughter of Mark and Rhoda, on her graduation from 8th
grade. She will attend Minnechaug Regional High School in the fall.
Stephen Diefenderfer, son of Lynn and Dale Diefenderfer, on his graduation from
Minnechaug Regional High School. Stephen is a member of the National Honor
Society, Student Council and also plays both Varsity Lacrosse and soccer. He will
be attending UMASS Amherst in the fall where he will major in Kinesiology.
Kristen M. Fraser, daughter of Andy and Rachel Fraser, on the occasion of graduating
from UMASS/Amherst with a B.S in Public Health and entering UMASS/Amherst
Nursing Program in August.
Gregory I. Karamian, son of Ivan and Marina Karamian, on receiving his degree of
Doctor of Medicine from St. George's University School of Medicine, Grenada.
Laurel Vartabedian, daughter of Jeﬀ and Danielle Vartabedian, on her graduation
from 8th grade. She will attend Wilbraham & Monson Academy in the fall.
Andrew Zeroogian Wu, son of Noyem and Dr. Ted Wu and grandson of Harry and
Jennie Zeroogian, on receiving third place at the Connecticut National History Day
regional competition, advancing him to the Connecticut state competition.
Andrew designed a website dedicated to assassinated Armenian newspaper
reporter, Hrant Dink. Andrew will be attending The Loomis Chaﬀee School in fall.
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Graduations & Accomplishments…continued

The St. Mark Armenian Church banquet hall
is available to rent for any occasion
-- Commercial Kitchen, Free Parking.
For information, contact:
Dale Diefenderfer at 413.531.9653
or visit:www.stmarkarmenianchurch.org

St. Mark cooking video From Our Kitchen to Yours featuring these
traditional recipes: Choreg, Spinach Boreg, Lamajoon, Kufta,
Manti, Yalanchi, Sajoostoo, Khourabia, Khadayeef, Boorma,
Paklava, Simit and Preserving Grape Leaves!
Order yours today! Only $20 (plus shipping)
Visit stmarkarmenianchurch.org.

Thank You

Calendar of Events
June 18: Father’s Day Picnic in New Britain CT (flyer in this issue)
July 17, Monday: St. Mark Scramble 2017 at the Orchards Golf Course, South
Hadley. Sponsorships and donations of raﬀle items are welcome. For information,
please contact Jeri Humphries, (413) 478-7105, hyejeri@hotmail.com.

to
Andrew Associates
for their donation
of printing!

August 7-11: Bible Camp. 9-12 daily. For children ages 4-12. Religion, Culture,
Arts, Crafts & Games. For information, contact Father Sevak.
September 3: St. Mark Festival
September 10, Sunday: First Day of Sunday School. For information, contact
Father Sevak.
November 4, Saturday: Presents & Pizzazz Gift Fair. 9 am - 3 pm. Sponsorships
and donations of raﬀle/auction items are welcome. For vendor applications,
please contact Jeri Humphries, (413) 478-7105, hyejeri@hotmail.com.
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