PRAYER REQUESTS

One of our most fundamental Christian
responsibilities is to pray. There is truly great power in prayer. During this
Divine Liturgy and throughout this next week your prayers are requested for:
Lucy Morton, Steven Omartian, Virginia Donigian, Tracey Jarvis, Shelley
Cotton, Diane Boghosian, Jessica Thresher, Alex Velez, Shirley Yergatian,
Anne Tom Keegan, Alice Vooris, Susie Arslanian, Lisa Omartian, John
Trumbull, Kent Woodard, Susan DerMargosian, Lisa Herrick, Kim Noel,
Darlene McKenna, Dr. David Manning, Jr., the Jozokos family, Joan
Bazegian, Laura Wormel, Kate Heck, Laura Hynds, Laora Grigoryan, Rebecca
Meek, Michael O’Connor, Sara Omartian, Gary Tumasyan, James, Debbie
Manning, Steve Taylor and all those in need of our prayers.

ՍԻՐԵՑԷՔ ԶՄԻՄԵԱՆՍ ՈՐՊԷՍ ԵԻ ԵՍ ԶՁԵԶ ՍԻՐԵՑԻ

“LOVE ONE ANOTHER AS I HAVE LOVED YOU”

Calendar of Events
September 13, (Sunday) – Feast of the Exaltation of the Holy Cross
September 19, (Saturday) – Armenian Open Golf Tournament; Register and
Sponsor at ArmenianOpen.com
September 27, (Sunday) – Feast of the Holy Cross of Varak
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2427 Wilbraham Road
Springfield, MA 01129
Church Office: 413-783-5793
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Welcome to St. Mark Armenian Church

Sunday Bulletin
September 13, 2020
Church Services at 10:00am
Parish Council Greeters:
Steve Berian
Coffee Hour Hosts:
No Coffee Hour

Scripture Reading
John 14:1-13
Jesus Comforts His Disciples
“Do not let your hearts be troubled. You believe
in God; believe also in me. My Father’s house has
many rooms; if that were not so, would I have told
you that I am going there to prepare a place for
you? And if I go and prepare a place for you, I
will come back and take you to be with me that
you also may be where I am. You know the way
to the place where I am going.”
Jesus the Way to the Father
Thomas said to him, “Lord, we don’t know where
you are going, so how can we know the way?”
Jesus answered, “I am the way and the truth and
the life. No one comes to the Father except
through me. If you really know me, you will know my Father as well. From now on,
you do know him and have seen him.”
Philip said, “Lord, show us the Father and that will be enough for us.”
Jesus answered: “Don’t you know me, Philip, even after I have been among you such a
long time? Anyone who has seen me has seen the Father. How can you say, ‘Show us
the Father’? Don’t you believe that I am in the Father, and that the Father is in me?
The words I say to you I do not speak on my own authority. Rather, it is the Father,
living in me, who is doing his work. Believe me when I say that I am in the Father and
the Father is in me; or at least believe on the evidence of the works themselves. Very
truly I tell you, whoever believes in me will do the works I have been doing, and they
will do even greater things than these, because I am going to the Father. And I will do
whatever you ask in my name, so that the Father may be glorified in the Son.

Feast of the Exaltation of the Holy Cross
Տօն Խաչվերաց
Feast of the Exaltation of the Holy
Cross is the last one of the five
major feasts of the Armenian
Apostolic Church. It is the most
important feast among the feasts
dedicated to the Holy Cross, as it
is dedicated to the history of the
return of the Holy Cross from
imprisonment, its elevation and
glorification. In the Armenian
Apostolic Church the Feast of the Exaltation of the Holy Cross is celebrated on
Sunday during the period between September 11-17. This year that date is September
15, and the Monday following the Feast is a Memorial Day.

In 610 A. D, the Persian King Khosrov with a large army attacks the Byzantine
Empire. Enthusiastic about the initial victory, in 614 A. D. the Persian army enters
Jerusalem. Many people are killed and many are imprisoned. Pontiff Zakaria, the
Patriarch of Jerusalem is imprisoned, too. However, the Persians are not satisfied and
enter the Church of Holy Sepulcher and take the Holy Cross kept in the Church. The
Holy Cross had been found and installed in the Church for the Christians to worship by
Heghineh, the mother of the King Costandianos, in the beginning of the 4th century.
In 628 A. D., the Byzantine army led by the King Herakles fight against the Persians to
return the Holy Cross. The Armenian army regiment, led by Mzhezh Gnounie,
supported the Persian army. With the Lord’s help the Byzantine army wins the battle.
The Holy Cross is solemnly brought to the Armenian town Karin, from where it is
carried to Constantinople, and then - to Jerusalem. On the way the Holy Cross was
raised for the people to see and worship.
For Christians the Cross is God’s power and strength and pride of all prides, on which
Christ’s innocent blood was shed. By means of the Cross Jesus proved His love
towards mankind, and the Cross became for us the symbol of hope, love and saving.

We're so happy to welcome our parishioners back to Church this
Sunday for Badarak! There are important guidelines that must be
followed for everyone's safety, outlined below:
1. The number of people in the sanctuary at any given time will be
limited; capacity will be monitored by our greeters
2. When you come in to Church, a Parish Council greeter will take down
names and numbers for contact tracing purposes, and will escort
parishioners to open pews in the sanctuary
3. Masks must be worn at all times; masks will be provided for those that
don't have a mask
4. Hand sanitizers will also be available as you enter
5. Every other pew will be taped off for social distancing
6. A six foot distance must be kept between individuals in the pews;
families living in the same household are able to sit together
7. The plate will not be passed in the Church; there will be a plate in the
Narthex for those who wish to contribute.
8. There will be no Kiss of Peace
9. There will be no coffee hour until further notice
10. Most importantly, if you don't feel well and have a temperature of over
100 degrees, please stay home

