
PRAYER REQUESTS One of our most fundamental Christian 

responsibilities is to pray. There is truly great power in prayer. During this Divine 

Liturgy and throughout this next week your prayers are requested for: Karnig 

Durgarian, Alex Velez, Shirley Yergatian, Anne Tom Keegan, Eleanor Demirjian, 

Alice Vooris, Der Shnork Souin, Annie Berard, Susie Arslanian, Lisa Omartian, John 

Trumbull, Kent Woodard, Susan DerMargosian, Lisa Herrick, Kim Noel, Darlene 

McKenna, Dr. David Manning, Jr., the Jozokos family, Joan Bazegian, Laura Wormel, 

Kate Heck, Laura Hynds, Laora Grigoryan, Rebecca Meek, Michael O’Connor, Sara 

Omartian, Gary Tumasyan, James Dertad Omartian, Anita Assarian, Debbie Manning 

and all those in need of our prayers. 

 

Calendar of Events 
Sunday, January 6 - Theophany & Blessing of the Water  10am 

Sunday, February 17 – Annual Parish Assembly – noon 

 

Today's altar flowers have been donated by Aroxy Meregian, Andrea & Toni 

Golfieri. In memory of their father & grandfather, Kazar M. Meregian, on the 

46th year of his passing, Jan. 6. 

 

Alan and Diane Boghosian and Liz Boghosian in loving memory of 

T. Nishan and Virginia Omartian 

 

Susie Varjabedian - In memory Of 

Hovhannes & Agnes Varjabedian 

 

Ginnie Omartian - in memory of  

Mr. &  Mrs. Meltas Donigian and family 

 

 

ՍԻՐԵՑԷՔ ԶՄԻՄԵԱՆՍ ՈՐՊԷՍ ԵԻ ԵՍ ԶՁԵԶ ՍԻՐԵՑԻ 

“LOVE ONE ANOTHER AS I HAVE LOVED YOU” 
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Church Services at 10:00am 

 
Parish Council Greeters: 

Shelley Cotton and Diana Loyuk 

 
Theophany Luncheon will be held immediately following 

Church services   

 

Krisdos dzunav yev haydnetzav! 

Orhnyal eh haydnootiunun Krisdosee! 

Christ is born and revealed! 

Blessed is the revelation of Christ! 

mailto:frsevak.gabrielyan@gmail.com


Scripture Reading 

Matthew 3:1-17 

 
John the Baptist Prepares the Way 

In those days John the Baptist came, preaching in the wilderness of 

Judea 2 and saying, “Repent, for the kingdom of heaven has come 

near.” 3 This is he who was spoken of through the prophet Isaiah: 

 

“A voice of one calling in the wilderness, 

‘Prepare the way for the Lord, 

 make straight paths for him.’” 

 

John’s clothes were made of camel’s hair, and he had a leather belt 

around his waist. His food was locusts and wild honey. People went out 

to him from Jerusalem and all Judea and the whole region of the Jordan. 

Confessing their sins, they were baptized by him in the Jordan River. 

But when he saw many of the Pharisees and Sadducees coming to where 

he was baptizing, he said to them: “You brood of vipers! Who warned 

you to flee from the coming wrath? 8 Produce fruit in keeping with 

repentance. And do not think you can say to yourselves, ‘We have 

Abraham as our father.’ I tell you that out of these stones God can raise 

up children for Abraham. The ax is already at the root of the trees, and 

every tree that does not produce good fruit will be cut down and thrown 

into the fire. 

 

“I baptize you with  water for repentance. But after me comes one who 

is more powerful than I, whose sandals I am not worthy to carry. He 

will baptize you with[c] the Holy Spirit and fire. His winnowing fork is 

in his hand, and he will clear his threshing floor, gathering his wheat 

into the barn and burning up the chaff with unquenchable fire.” 

 

The Baptism of Jesus 

Then Jesus came from Galilee to the Jordan to be baptized by John. But 

John tried to deter him, saying, “I need to be baptized by you, and do 

you come to me?” 

Jesus replied, “Let it be so now; it is proper for us to do this to fulfill all 

righteousness.” Then John consented. 

As soon as Jesus was baptized, he went up out of the water. At that 

moment heaven was opened, and he saw the Spirit of God descending 

like a dove and alighting on him. And a voice from heaven said, “This is 

my Son, whom I love; with him I am well pleased.” 

1 Corinthians 10:1-4 
Warnings From Israel’s History 

For I do not want you to be ignorant of the fact, brothers and sisters, that our 

ancestors were all under the cloud and that they all passed through the sea. 

They were all baptized into Moses in the cloud and in the sea. They all ate the 

same spiritual food and drank the same spiritual drink; for they drank from the 

spiritual rock that accompanied them, and that rock was Christ. 

 

TODAY WE WILL OBSERVE THE TRADITIONAL WATER 

BLESSING SERVICE 

 

After the Divine Liturgy today, Water Blessing takes place as a symbolic 

commemoration of the “Baptism of Christ”.  In the Armenian Church, the 

service is called Churorhnek.  The Water Blessing celebration was originally 

performed in the Holy Land, at the river Jordan on Theophany, January 6th.  

As the word spread of the beautiful ceremony in the Holy Land, churches 

outside of Jerusalem began to perform this ceremony by the riverside or at the 

seashore.  Later, because of subsequent Islamic prohibitions under the 

Ottoman Turkish Empire, this and other public out-door rituals were 

henceforth accomplished within the confines of the churches. 

This year Sarkis Kalashian is the “Godfather of the Cross.” 

 

YOUGHAKIN ENVELOPE 

 
Twice a year you receive special envelopes called “Youghakin”.  This is made up 

of two Armenian words “yough” and “kin”, which literally means the price of oil 

or donation in lieu of oil.  In the early centuries, the Armenian Church had no 

annual budgets to meet the expenses of parish churches.  The faithful of each 

parish contributed for the welfare of the work of the Christian community, caring 

for the needy, promoting the work of Christian education and worship, etc.  At 

certain times of the year, additional contributions were offered to the parish church 

to assure that the sanctuary lanterns, at that time fueled by oil, would remain 

continuously aflame.  This, a special category of donation was created call 

“Youghakin” These are collected at Christmas and Easter.  

Jesus says: “I am the light of the world; he who follows me will not walk in 

darkness but will have the light of life.” (John 8:12)  Through youghakin, you 

are in effect refueling the traditional symbolic lantern of faith, which St. Gregory 

the Illuminator lighted.  


