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Welcome to the Winter 2016 edition of the Sanahin, the official 
newsletter of St. Mark Armenian Church of Springfield, Massachusetts.   

If you would like to submit information for a future edition, 
please submit them to stmarksanahin@gmail.com.
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Parish Council
Anna Garabedian 

gmg3@aol.com 
413.478.7688

Choir / Sub-Deacons
Brenda Jermakian, 

talenej@hotmail.com
413-596-5366 

Sunday/Armenian Schools
Senay Asik

snyasik@comcast.net
413.567.3724 

ACYOA Seniors
Talene Jermakian

talenej@hotmail.com
413.374.8556

ACYOA Juniors
Ani Jermakian

a.jermakian@gmail.com
413.427.5749

Message from Our Pastor,
Der Sevak Gabrielyan

Christ is Born and Revealed! 
Blessed is the Revelation of Christ!

In Armenia as a child, Christmas Eve was my favorite day of
the year. The table was always set beautifully and my mother
and grandmother always prepared fish. Like many other families, after coming
home from church on Christmas Eve, my siblings, parents and I would gather
around the Christmas tree and we would open our gifts one at a time. 

The excitement of knowing that there was a present waiting at home, would not
allow me to focus on anything. All day long I would imagine and ask myself will
this finally be the year that I get the remote control helicopter? 

Perhaps that’s a kind of a thought you may have right now! You might even have
a specific gift in mind that you hope it is waiting for you under the Christmas tree.
To give or receive a gift from our loved ones is always surprising and nice. However,
there are other types of gifts-the gift of love, of friendship, of forgiveness that are
also wonderful and extraordinary. 

At Christmas we are accustomed to give and receive gifts from one another and
that is why I decided to talk about a different kind of a gift that is precious for us.

This valuable and important gift is the one whom God gave us in Jesus Christ and
as we all know, God never gives anything but the best! Blessed be our Heavenly
Father who gives greatest Christmas Gift of all! He is the gift of a new life, a new
love, a new family for all of us.

Jesus Christ is God’s Christmas Gift to all of us. With deep gratitude for Jesus, the
apostle Paul wrote, "Thanks be God for his unspeakable gift" (II Cor. 9:15).

Jesus Christ is God’s Gift to the entire world. This gift is given to all of us by God,
regardless of who we are or what nationality or race we belong to. "He is the 
offering for our sins: and not for ours only, but also for the sins of the whole world."

Time changes everything. But Jesus Christ never changes. 

Toys break, clothes wear out and even the batteries of remote control helicopters die.

There is no change in his being. He never deviates from Himself. He never changes
from understanding to not understanding, from patient to impatient, from willing

In order to keep our mailing list current, please review the information on the mailing
label and let us know of any changes. Also, please share your  e-mail address and

phone number for our directory.  Contact Der Sevak at 413.783.5793.
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to unwilling. All that Jesus is, He has always been, and all that He has been and is,
He ever will be.

The Christmas gifts we received several years ago have now become obsolete, but
Jesus is always current; always new; He never changes. And we who trust Him as our
Savior can depend on Him like those who trusted Him over two thousand years ago.

It Is because of God’s great gift to us that nearly everyone’s thoughts turn to gift
giving and acts of kindness at Christmas time.

What did you give for Christmas this year? Why not consider giving yourself? Give
your time to your family and this Church who need you. Give your compassion to
the hurting. Give your forgiveness to the isolated and give your heart to Jesus! 

Right now!! In your minds, you may be thinking that these are some of the basic
elements of Christianity that we often think of and do! However, I want to 
emphasize that this is the time of the year that we go the extra mile and make sure
to spread the gift of love, forgiveness and happiness among friends, family and
more importantly to people in our community who need us.

You remember the remote control helicopter that I mentioned? Well, I never got
it, and I never got it because I never asked for it.

But I promise you, if you look for eternal things, look in the right places, you will
feel deep happiness and joy in your heart and soul.

Several times this Christmas season I have been asked by friends and family, "What
would you like for Christmas?" or "What can I get you for Christmas?" in turn, I have 
asked my children the same thing. “What would you like for Christmas”?

More and more Christmas gifts are becoming result of a specific request of the 
person receiving the gift. However, not so with God’s Christmas Gift. It is already
customized to fit everyone’s needs and I assure you that when we open our heart
to him, He will give us that precious gift.

God’s gift of himself is far better than anything waiting for us under the 
Christmas tree.

This year, let’s treasure God’s greatest gift—the gift of himself to us in the person
and work of Jesus Christ. AMEN

Prayerfully,
Father Sevak Gabrielyan

Parish Council Corner 
by Anna Garabedian

It is with great pride and joy that on behalf of myself, the
Parish Council and our St. Mark Community we have 
welcomed Der Sevak, Yeretzgin Julia, Anahit and Boghos.
The Gabrielyan family is an endearing and warm family
whom we look forward to growing our ministry with.    Der
Sevak has been no stranger to us over the past few years since he arrived from 
Armenia in the summer of 2013 as he began his Internship under the direction of
Rev. Fr. Karekin Kasparian and became one of our Visiting Clergy.   In December of
2014 Der Hayr began his second year of Internship here in Springfield, under the
mentorship of Rev. Fr. Vasken Kouzouian.   This past October St. Mark’s accepted,
with happiness and joy, through the blessings of our Primate, His Eminence 
Archbishop Khajag Barsamian, the assignment of Der Sevak as our Full-time Pastor.
Der Hayr is a young, vibrant, ambitious, caring and loving priest who has embraced
our parish as our spiritual leader. I feel very confident through his leadership in all
aspects, spiritual and otherwise, which we have already begun to see, our parish
has blossomed and will continue to blossom like a flower.   

I am so touched and cannot express enough thanks to all Parish Council Members
who have actively come forward and worked so diligently. To each and every one
of you, your hard work, service and sacrifice have not gone unnoticed.    To our
parishioners and friends of the community your support and help also has meant
so much as each of you have played a special and  vital role toward the success of
the many dinners, events, programs and special commemorations held in 2015
and I thank you as well. As you read through this issue of the Sanahin we share
and highlight some of those moments. We began the year with guest clergy who
graciously accepted Der Hayr’s invitation to come and speak to us during the
Lenten season and various other occasions; to the many observances and 
celebrations of the 100th Anniversary of the Genocide held locally, in New York and
then to the memorable commemoration held in Washington, DC.; to dinner-
dances, family dinners, our annual festival, golf tournament, Christmas concert,
fruit drive, Christmas bake sale and more.  

Through our Facebook and e-mail blasts, one will see all we have done and we all
should stand tall and feel proud of St. Mark Armenian Church, under Der Hayr’s 
direction throughout the year, we have and I hope we will continue to live up to
the theme  ‘LEGACY OF OUR MARTYR’S.’  

Pastor…continued

Sanahin 2-2016.qxp_Layout 1  2/25/16  10:46 AM  Page 3



6 7

Parish Council…continued

I and your Parish Council encourage all our members and the community to 
introduce yourself to our new pastor, you will not be disappointed. Der Sevak 
believes that the best way for him to become familiar with our parish is through
personal contact with each of you. He has already begun reaching out to the 
community. Through his ministry he has started bringing in new members in 2016.
However, we encourage that a two-way outreach between the church and your
family is needed. Invite him to your home, get to know him and allow him to get to
know you.  Share with him your hopes, needs, concerns and ideas. And please 
remember, even a new pastor can only do so much by himself, he will need all of
our personal involvement in creating activities, programs, and events that will
meet all our needs for the growth and betterment of our parish. We are blessed to
have a new pastor, let us together continue to welcome him. It is evident that the
bonding has begun, as church attendance has increased and more participation
in activities has been seen.  I look forward to seeing even more of you in church on
Sundays. 

The Parish Council has already begun working on planning activities, fundraisers
and events for the New Year and we are excited. I pray through God’s Blessings
that 2016 will continue to bring even bigger and better happenings and 
observances. My prayers for your good health and happiness in 2016.  

St. Mark Event Highlights 

100th Anniversary of the Armenian Genocide:
Reflecting on the commemoration events

Reflecting on the 100th year commemoration of the Armenian
Genocide, St. Mark and the Armenian community as a whole
held unforgettable events, beginning with the canonization

of the martyrs of the Armenian Genocide on April 23, which was observed by
the ringing of the bells at Armenian churches worldwide. St. Mark held joint
commemoration events with St. Gregory’s, including a joint Badarak on April
24; a bus trip to New York City for Badarak at St. Vartan Cathedral and the march
to Times Square where over 15,000 people gathered; and an Ecumenical service
with various clergy from the Springfield community, followed by guest speaker

Commemoration…continued

Dr. Herand Markarian. In Mid-May,
about 20 St. Mark parishioners traveled
to Washington DC for memorable
events, including an ecumenical
service at the National Cathedral, a concert at the Strathmore Theater and
Badarak held at the National Shrine of the Immaculate Conception.

In November we had a special service and luncheon for the consecration of the
martyr’s icon. Father Daniel Findikyan also visited our parish and presented on
the Armenian Martyrs who were canonized. 

A note from the Consecration of the Icon luncheon co-chairs: Ramela & Senay

As the luncheon committee co-chairs, we would like to thank Mr. Yuri Mnatsakanyan, Mr.

Oleg Atayan, and Mr. Nelson Abramian for cooking a delicious BBQ lunch, our donors and

our committee members who helped make this event an enjoyable one.

Fest 2015

This year’s Armenian Fest was the most
successful to date! We were blessed with
perfect picnic weather and an estimated
800 people were in attendance. The 
delicious food and baked goods, music,
raffle and other booths helped make the
day a success and it was evident that the
day was enjoyed by everyone who 
attended. Thank you to the event spon-
sors and  all those who helped in whatever way to make this
annual fundraiser the best one yet!
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Golf Tournament  

Our St. Mark Scramble took
place October 18 at Wintonbury
Hills Country Club in Bloomfield,
CT. The participating players
were introduced to not only
one of the best venues for golf
in the New England area, but
the area’s first snowfall of 2015
as well. Yep, you read it right...snowfall!
The event featured many prize holes to
"heat up" that competitive spirit between
teams and players alike. The raffle table
was filled with prizes for those holding the called ticket numbers. Many players
walked away with multiple prizes and there were many favorable comments from
the golfers who enjoyed the scramble and the course. The snowfall, although brief,
has us looking at a June event in 2016. It will be our first spring tournament in our 10
year history. Thanks to all the event sponsors, committee members and the church
members who volunteered to help make the scramble possible.

Christmas Spectacular 

The 6th Annual Christmas Spectacular took place on December 20 and once
again brought the true holiday spirit to all who attended. . About 115 people
were in attendance for the concert, which featured beautiful holiday music by
the September Girls Jane Garabedian, Brenda Jermakian, Karen Drumheller
and Kerry O’Connor. David Jermakian played a few numbers on tenor sax, and
Brenda’s brother from Paris, Philip DerMargosian, performed. Ani Jermakian
was the concert’s MC and also sang a surprise duet with Der Sevak! A beautiful
reception, chaired by Lynn Diefenderfer, followed the concert. 

8 9

ACYOA Juniors Sports Weekend 

Reuniting with some of our closest and best
friends that we rarely see is something that the
Armenian youth truly values and are fortunate
for having. Anticipating a thrilling weekend as
usual, it had no dull moments. Representing
St. Marks, four of our ACYOA Junior members
combined with smaller parishes nearby, 
including St. George, Holy Translators, and
Holy Resurrection to form one big team. Although we
did not prosper in the athletic competitions, it was a
tremendous weekend filled with unforgettable 
moments. In individual competitions, our very own
Stephen Diefenderfer was crowned with third place in ping pong out of about
sixty competitors! The evening activity consisted of a boat cruise around the
beautiful array of Manhattan nightlife. Uniting with friends from summer camp
and meeting new people from all around is what makes this experience so 
special and necessary in order to preserve the unbreakable bond in our 
Armenian culture.

ACYOA Halloween Party

The ACYOA hosted a Halloween Party on October 30, and parishioners came
dressed to compete for the best costume prizes! Andrew Tesini and his girlfriend,
Nikki, took home first prize dressed as Cinderella and the Prince; and Jeri
Humphries took home the 2nd place trophy!  Those who attended enjoyed music,
games and treats. It was a really fun event and we look forward to the next one! 
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ACYOA Giving Tree 

On December 21st, a group of parishioners
brought gifts that were generously donated
by our parishioners to the
Prospect House shelter in
Springfield and the Resi-
dential Resource Center in
Indian Orchard. The families
and shelter employees
were so grateful for the
gifts that were given to the
nearly 40 children living 
at the shelters, and we got
to spend some time with
the families. The ACYOA
would like to thank our
parishioners who donated
Christmas presents this
year. You helped make the
holidays a little more joyful
for these families. This is a tradition the ACYOA will continue in the future!

St. Mark Dances!

Summer Nights Dinner Dance - June 20, 2015

About a hundred guests danced the night away to celebrate the beginning of a long-
awaited summer.  While a lavish buffet dinner and delicious desserts were enjoyed
by all, DJ Gena entertained the guests with popular music selections all night long.
Ms. Brenda Jermakian gave a short performance with her beautiful voice.  The
guests enjoyed playing musical games.  

Holiday Dinner Dance - November 21, 2015

The guests danced their way into the holidays to popular International and Armenian
music selections by DJ Gena.
The hall decoration with 
illuminated centerpieces and
balloons set the festive mood
for the night.  The lavish 
buffet dinner and desserts
prepared by many talented
ladies were enjoyed by all.  

We would like to thank the guests, our donors and the members of the committee for helping
make these events a success.  Co-Chairs, Ramela & Senay

Armenian Language Classes 

Der Sevak is teaching Armenian language classes 
every Tuesday at 7:15 p.m.

If you are interested in learning Armenian, 
email Der Sevak at frsevak.gabrielyan@gmail.com. 
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Donations 

Requiems

9/20/15: Yana, Claudia, Seroge, Galina, Stefania, Anotolie, Mikhail, Areqnaz,
Maria, Simeon, David, Eudokia, Hanna, Samuel
Requested by: Joseph & Regina Rudchenko

10/4/15: Micheal Belezarian
Requested by: Karen & Gary Tesini

10/11/15: His Beatitude Archbishop Torkom Manoogian
Requested by: St. Mark Parishioners

11/8/15: Vicky Belezarian
Requested by: Karen & Gary Tesini & Family, Kevin & Nancy Belezarian & Family,
and Mrs. Sally Jermakian

11/8/15: Harootiun Essayan
Requested by: Elyanor Tumasyan & Family

11/29/15: Artem Alla Grigoryan
Requested by: Vladmir & Diana Loyuk

12/6/15: Vickie Donigian, Melkisetek & Pepron Donigian, brothers George &
Deacon Manoog Donigian
Requested by: Virginia Donigian

12/6/15: Armen Jermakian and Avak Takeljian
Requested by: Jermakian Family and Annie Berard 

12/6/15: Havhannes & Agnes Varjabedian, Varthouie Kellerian, Marie Dikranian
Requested by: Susie Varjabedian

1/17/16: Mary Merzigian
Requested By: Susan Arslanian & Family, Rose Frasco & Family

Total donations: $640.00

Donations…continued

In Lieu of Flowers

Mildred Babelian
Linda Arslanian
Susan Arslanian

Laura Grondski 
Susan Arslanian

Varvar Zeroogian 
Annie Berard
Harry & Eleanor Demirjian
Ed & Jane Garabedian
Sally Jermakian
Roger & Jean Papelian

Total donations: $165.00

Baptism
Maxwell Bray Palanjian

Total donations: $200.00

Christmas Donations
Anne Berard
Debra Boyajian
Hagop & Sylvia Boyajian
Richard & Nancy Demirgian
Virginia Donigian
Linda Durgarian
George & Marlene Ekmalian
Leo Elmasian
Fr. Sevak & Yn. Julia Gabrielyan
Anna Garabedian
Ed & Jane Garabedian
Mr. & Mrs. Sarkis Gennetian
Nancy Hintlian

Christmas Donations…continued

Grigoriy Karamov
Joe & Carol Marchetti
Sam Michaelian
Mary Omartian
Steve & Karen Omartian
Joseph & Regina Rudchenko
Gary & Karen Tesini
Susie Varjabedian
John & Alice Vooris

Christmas Flowers
Michael Ekmalian
Anna Garabedian
Susie Varjabedian
Marian Varteresian
John & Alice Vooris

Christmas Greetings
Fr. Sevak & Yn. Julia Gabrielyan
Zhirayr Khachigian
John & Sonia Merigian
St. Mark Parish Council
Marian Varteresian  

Christmas Wreaths
Harry & Eleanor Demirjian

Godfather of the Cross
Steve & Karen Omartian

Total donations: $1290.00
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Donations…continued 

Fest Donations
Dr. Armen & Senay Asik
Dr. Mark & Rhoda Belemjian
Chase, Clark & Stewart
Creative Walls
Dale & Lynn Diefenderfer
Michael Ekmalian
Emirzian, Mariano & Assoc. Dental
Ervin & Harris
Mitch & Ida Garabedian
Daryl Grabowski
Hannoush Jewelry
Horizons Restaurant
Ivan & Marina Karamian
Mansfield Paper
Milano Importing

Fest Donations…continued

Matt & Lisa Natcharian
Nowak Funeral Home
Park Cleaners
Rest In Peace
Roberts & Sons Printing, Inc.
Peter & Donna Scagliarini
Salvatore Scalpone
T.P. Sampson Funeral Home
The Nixon Company
Thorndike Mills
Wilbraham Funeral Home
USA Hauling
Fred & Betty Zeytoonjian

Total donations: $4100.00

Announcements 

Thank You
Thank you to Mr. & Mrs. Fred Zeytoonjian for their continued support of our
fundraising activities; with special acknowledgement for their generous donations
of $1,000 each toward our Annual Festival and our Fruit Drive.

Births
Congratulations to Armand and Joan Bazegian, who are the grandparents to twin
grandchildren, Giustina Louise and Spencer Michael Meleski, born on 12/16/15.
Parents are Tracy Bazegian Meleski and Michael Meleski. 

Congratulations to Bill and Elaine Devine who welcomed their second granddaughter,
Elena Grace Levine, on 1/18/16. Parents are Elizabeth Devine and Robert Levine,
and sister Ani Rose. 

Baptisms
Maxwell Bray Palanjian, Baptized on 10/18/15.  Godparents: George and Lisa Palanjian.

Congratulations
Congratulations to Ani Jermakian, whose documentary on the Armenian Genocide
won first place for her school’s National History Day competition. 

From Our Kitchen to Yours  

Nazionale from the kitchen of  Yn. Julia Gabrielyan

• 2 cups flour
• 2 sticks of unsalted butter (room temperature) 
In a mixing bowl,  combine the flour and butter by hand until its
smooth and there are no lumps in the dough. 

• 3 eggs
• 16oz of sour cream 
• 1-1/2 teaspoon baking soda
• 1-1/2 teaspoon baking powder
In a separate bowl, beat with an electric mixer the eggs, sour cream, baking powder and
baking soda until it’s completely smooth. 

Pour the liquid mixture into the flour/butter mixture and mix with your hands. Keep mixing
until it does not stick to your hands, if the dough is still sticky keep adding more flour.

Divide the dough into four balls and cover them with saran wrap, also put some flour on
the bottom of the balls so they won't stick. Keep them covered at room temperature for 1
hour.  While they are resting,  make the filling. 
• 2 cups sugar
• 2 cups flour
• 2 sticks unsalted butter (room temperature)
• 1 tablespoon vanilla 
Options: You can swap out the vanilla for a different flavor such as orange or lemon.
And, you could add some chopped walnuts to the filling, if desired.

Mix the sugar, flour, butter and vanilla by hand until it’s smooth and there are no lumps. 

With a rolling pin, roll out the flour (one ball at a time) into the shape of a rectangle on a
floured work surface. The dough should be thin but not transparent.

Next,  divide the filling into 4 parts, for each of the 4 balls of dough.

Spread the filling onto the dough, coming  close to the edge and pat it down firmly.

Then roll it up like a burrito, starting with the long edge.  Once it’s rolled,  gently take 
the rolling pin and flatten the top of the dough. Then clean up the 
sides by gently patting them to keep it straight (you want to pinch 
the ends of each side of the dough).

Brush the rolled dough with a beaten egg.
With a sharp knife,  cut the roll on a diagonal to form pieces.

Repeat these steps for the rest of the balls. 

Bake it at 350- 400 degrees for no less than 
20-25 minutes or until golden brown. 
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Calendar of Events

February 19 and  26, and  March 4, and 11   
Lenten services, Lenten Dinners and programs  /  6:00 p.m.
(details of guest speakers will be announced via e-mail and bulletin)

February 28, 2016 
Parish Assembly and Elections
Light luncheon will be served prior to start of the meeting

March 20, 2016
Palm Sunday  -  Turunpatzek Service  /  10:00 a.m.  
ACYOA DAY -  Palm Sunday Luncheon  /  following services

March 24, 2016  Holy Thursday 
Vodunluva (Washing of the feet)  /  7:00 p.m.
Khavaroom (The passion of Christ)  /  8:15 p.m. 

March 25, 2016  Good Friday 
Remembrance of the Burial of Our Lord Jesus Christ  /   at 7:00 p.m.

March 26, 2016
Easter Eve Divine Liturgy  /   6:00 p.m.

March 27, 2016  Easter Sunday 
Feast of the Resurrection of our Lord Jesus Christ  /   10:00 a.m. 
Home Blessing and traditional Easter Reception will follow 
in the T. Nishan Omartian Hall.

May 14, 2016
Mother's Day Dinner  /  6:00 p.m.  

May 5, 2016
Cinco de Mayo Shopping Extravaganza  

June 18, 2016
Dinner Dance

September 4, 2016
Armenian Fest

I should like to see any power of

the world destroy this race, this

small tribe of unimportant people,

whose wars have all been fought

and lost, whose structures have

crumbled, literature is unread,

music is unheard, and prayers 

are no more answered.

Go ahead, destroy Armenia.

See if you can do it.  Send them into the 

desert without bread or water.  Burn their homes and

churches.  Then see if they will not laugh, sing and pray again.

For when two of them meet anywhere in the world, see if they will not

create a New Armenia.
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St. Mark cooking video From Our Kitchen to Yours
featuring these traditional recipes:  Choreg, Spinach
Boreg, Lamajoon, Kufta, Manti, Yalanchi, Sajoostoo,
Khourabia, Khadayeef, Boorma, Paklava, Simit and
Preserving Grape Leaves

Order yours today! Only $20 (plus shipping)
Visit stmarkarmenianchurch.org.

18 19

Hall Rental 

Saint Mark Armenian Church • T. Nishan Omartian Hall

2427 Wilbraham Road, Springfield, MA 

The St. Mark Armenian Church hall is available to rent out for any occasion.
For more detailed information, visit: www.stmarkarmenianchurch.org, or
call Dale Diefenderfer at 413.531.9653.

Banquet Hall 
Meeting Rooms 
Commercial Kitchen
Free Parking

Thank You to Andrew Associates
for their donation of printing
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