
PRAYER REQUESTS - One of our most fundamental 
Christian responsibilities is to pray. There is truly great 
power in prayer. During this Divine Liturgy and 
throughout this next week your prayers are requested for: 
Suzie Elmasian, Eleanor Demirjian, Alice Vooris, Der 
Shnork Souin, Annie Berard, Susie Arslanian, Lisa 
Omartian, John Trumbull, Kent Woodard, Sally Jermakian, 
Susan DerMargosian, Lisa Herrick, Kim Noel, Darlene 
McKenna, Dr. David Manning, Jr., Mark Jozokos, Joan & 
Armand Bazegian, Laura Wormel, Kate Heck, Laura 
Hynds, Laora Grigoryan, Rebecca Meek, Michael O’Connor, 
Sara Omartian, Gary Tumasyan, James Dertad Omartian, 
Anita Assarian, Zhirayr Khachigian, Debbie Manning and 
all those in need of our prayers. 

 

LENTEN DINNERS  

with guest speakers 

Church Service at 6pm 

Dinner at 6:30pm 

 
 

MARCH 2, 2018 (Friday)-Lenten Service-ACYOA hosting 

dinner-guest speaker Very. Rev. Fr. Mesrop Parsamyan, 

Director at the Diocesan ministries. Topic "Christian 

Meditation: Speaking with God from the depths of the heart" 

 

MARCH 8, 2018 (Thursday)-Lenten Service-Avak's hosting 

dinner-guest speaker Very. Rev. Fr. Daniel Findikyan, 

Director of the Diocese’s Krikor and Clara Zohrab 

information Center. Topic "Divine Liturgy BADARAK" 

 

MARCH 16, 2018 (Friday)-Lenten Service-Choir hosting 

dinner-guest speaker Adam Housh 

 

Dinner: $8 for adults / $4 for children 6 and up 

ՍԻՐԵՑԷՔ ԶՄԻՄԵԱՆՍ ՈՐՊԷՍ ԵԻ ԵՍ ՁԵԶ ՍԻՐԵՑԻ 

“LOVE ONE ANOTHER AS I HAVE LOVED YOU” 
 

                           

St. Mark Armenian Church 

2427 Wilbraham Road 

Springfield, MA 01129 
 

Rev. Fr. Sevak Gabrielyan 

Church Office: 413-783-5793 

Der Sevak’s Cell: 914-888-4836 

Email: frsevak.gabrielyan@gmail.com 

Office Hours: Tuesday-Friday 
 

Welcome to St. Mark Armenian Church 
 

Sunday Bulletin 

February 25, 2018 
 

Church Services at 10am 

Sunday School 10am 

 

Parish Council Greeters: 

Talene Jermakian &Sarkis Kalasian 
 

Coffee Hour Hosts: 
BY ALL THE FAMILIES TODAY WHO ARE REQUESTING 

REQUIEM TO REMEMBER THEIR LOVED ONES AND ALL 

WHO LOST THEIR LIVES IN THE SUMGAIT WAR IN 1988 

mailto:frsevak.gabrielyan@gmail.com


SCRIPTURE READING 
Luke 15:11-32  

The Parable of the Lost Son 

 
Jesus continued: “There was a man who had two sons. The younger one said to 

his father, ‘Father, give me my share of the estate.’ So he divided his property 

between them. 

“Not long after that, the younger son got together all he had, set off for a distant 

country and there squandered his wealth in wild living. After he had spent 

everything, there was a severe famine in that whole country, and he began to be 

in need. So he went and hired himself out to a citizen of that country, who sent 

him to his fields to feed pigs. He longed to fill his stomach with the pods that 

the pigs were eating, but no one gave him anything. 

“When he came to his senses, he said, ‘How many of my father’s hired servants 

have food to spare, and here I am starving to death! I will set out and go back to 

my father and say to him: Father, I have sinned against heaven and against you. 

I am no longer worthy to be called your son; make me like one of your hired 

servants.’ So he got up and went to his father. 

“But while he was still a long way off, his father saw him and was filled with 

compassion for him; he ran to his son, threw his arms around him and kissed 

him. 

“The son said to him, ‘Father, I have sinned against heaven and against you. I 

am no longer worthy to be called your son.’ 

“But the father said to his servants, ‘Quick! Bring the best robe and put it on 

him. Put a ring on his finger and sandals on his feet. Bring the fattened calf and 

kill it. Let’s have a feast and celebrate. For this son of mine was dead and is 

alive again; he was lost and is found.’ So they began to celebrate. 

“Meanwhile, the older son was in the field. When he came near the house, he 

heard music and dancing. So he called one of the servants and asked him what 

was going on. ‘Your brother has come,’ he replied, ‘and your father has killed 

the fattened calf because he has him back safe and sound.’ 

“The older brother became angry and refused to go in. So his father went out 

and pleaded with him. But he answered his father, ‘Look! All these years I’ve 

been slaving for you and never disobeyed your orders. Yet you never gave me 

even a young goat so I could celebrate with my friends. But when this son of 

yours who has squandered your property with prostitutes comes home, you kill 

the fattened calf for him!’ 

 

“‘My son,’ the father said, ‘you are always with me, and everything I have is 

yours.  But we had to celebrate and be glad, because this brother of yours was 

dead and is alive again; he was lost and is found.’” 

 

CLOSING OF ALTAR CURTAINS - The Altar curtain will 

remain closed throughout the Forty Days of Great Lent until 

they are reopened on Palm Sunday.   

During Lent: 

Divine Liturgy (Badarak) is celebrated with the Main Altar 

curtain closed. 

The Kiss of Peace is not given. 

Holy Communion is not given.  In special circumstances, Holy 

Communion may be received by making special arrangements 

with the Celebrant after the service. 

The Gospel is not kissed at the end of Divine Liturgy. 

Mas is distributed during Lent. 

 

Our thanks to all who attended and participated our Annual 

Parish Assembly. The Parish Council held their annual elections 

and dinner meeting here at the church. 

 

2018-2019 PARISH COUNCIL 
President: Der Sevak Gabrielyan 

Chairman: David Jermakian 

Vice-Chairman: Mark Belemjian 

Recording Secretary: Jennifer Omartian 

Corresponding Secretary: Toni Golfieri 

Treasurer: Sue Elmasian 

Assistant Treasurer: Shelley Cotton 

Advisors: Diana Loyuk 

Talene Jermakian 

Sarkis Kalashian 

Our heartfelt thanks to out-going members:  

Senay Asik, William Devine, Papken Hartunian and Jeri Humphries 

 

 

 

 

 

Congratulations to Yan Rudchenko and 

Faith Marcotte, who recently got engaged. 
 



Sumgait pogrom 

 

The Sumgait pogrom was a pogrom that targeted 

the Armenian population of the seaside town of 

Sumgait in Soviet Azerbaijan in late February 

1988. The pogrom took place during the early 

stages of the Karabakh movement. On February 

27, 1988, mobs made up largely of ethnic 

Azerbaijanis formed into groups and attacked and 

killed Armenians on the streets and in their 

apartments; widespread looting and a general lack 

of concern from police officers allowed the 

situation to continue for three days. On February 

28, a small contingent of Ministry of Internal 

Affairs (MVD) troops entered the city and 

unsuccessfully attempted to quell the rioting. They 

were followed by more professional military units 

entered with tanks and armored personnel vehicles 

one day later. Government forces imposed a state 

of martial law and curfew and brought the crisis to 

an end. The official death toll released by the 

Prosecutor General of the USSR (tallies were 

compiled based on lists of named victims) was 32 

people (26 Armenians and 6 Azerbaijanis), 

although some have revised this figure up into the 

tens and hundreds. The civil violence in Sumgait 

were unprecedented in scope and were widely 

covered in the Western press. It was greeted with 

general astonishment in Armenia and the rest of 

the Soviet Union since ethnic feuds in the country 

were largely suppressed by the government, which 

had promoted policies such as internationalism, 

fraternity of peoples, and socialist patriotism to 

avert such conflicts. The massacre, together with 

the Nagorno-Karabakh conflict, would present a 

major challenge to the reforms being implemented 

by then General Secretary of the Soviet Union, 

Mikhail Gorbachev.  Gorbachev would later be 

criticized for his perceived slowness in reacting to 

the crisis. The pogrom was immediately linked to 

the Armenian Genocide of 1915 in the Armenian 

national consciousness. The killings are 

commemorated every year on February 28 in 

Armenia, Nagorno-Karabakh, and the diaspora. 

   

                                                                
 

  

TODAY Hokehankist (Requiem) (Հոգեհանգիստ) is 

being said for the beloved souls of all who were killed in 

the Sumgait, Baku and Kirovabad pogrom in 1988-1990 

 

To our Soldiers, Volunteers and Civilians who died for 

freedom of Artsakh 

 

For the souls of the 17 students and teachers who lost their 

lives in the Parkland, Florida tragedy on February 14 

 

For Haratian Gennadiy, 

 

Requested by Elyanora and Gariy Tumasyan 


